United in Faith Church of Galveston
Our Mission: “To make disciples of Jesus Christ”
A word from our interim Pastor for January

Hello, my name is Rev. Joseph (Joe) Coffin, and my wife is Hazel we have been
married for 57 years as of last August. God blessed us with four daughters and
seven grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
I have been in the ministry for 50 years and have served in three churches during
that time. The last one was Upper Deer Creek which I served them for 13 years. I
am now retired from full time ministry and looking forward to helping you out for
the month of January.
A prayer for new beginnings
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter
Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany poem:
... this is a time to be born.
So, we turn to you, God of our life
God of all our years,
God of our beginning....
We dare pray that you will do for us and among us and through us what is needful
for our newness. Give us the power to be receptive, to take the newness you give
.There is a time to be born, and it is now. We sense the pangs and groans of your
newness. Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.
How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiphany reveals a
new King, the beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first healings, his
"new teaching - with authority" (Mark 1:27). We, too, experience newness, now
and year-round. But newness can be tough. So, we trust that God, who "[makes] all
things new" while banishing "mourning and crying and pain" (Revelation 21:4-5),
walks with us in this new year - and always.
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Celebrations
January Birthdays
1
Jeremy Moss
Emilee McCoy
Jeff Fawcett
3
Jenny McCoy
6
Doris Moss, Joel Sallee
7
Jerry Taylor
9
Barb Kitchel
11
Susie Downhour
14
Chad McCoy
20
Marsha Ault, Kent Kitchel
23
Michael Lundberg
Kruz Freeman
24
Marlene Long
Jane Fawcett
25
Lucas O’Brien
26
Dan Ritz
James Hollingsworth
27
Don Coleman
Janelle Newberry
Joyce Rose
Charles Drye
28
Deanna McCarter, Audrey Overstreet
29
Allyson Boyd, Samuel McCoy
January Anniversaries
5
Bill and Nita Salmons
20
Gary and Carol Lee
21
Tom and Elaine Brown
29
Philip and Glenda Bostic
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Sharing OUR CONCERNS
Extended Needs Prayer List
Healthcare Workers
Joyce Rose
Larry Hardin
Kathy Hoover (daughter-in-law of Kent and Joyce Rose)
Phil Bushman (son-in-law of Gary and Pat Loman)
Oakley Baumgardner (great-grandson of Dick and Jane Martin)
Cindy Peck (daughter of Jim and Betty Hollingsworth)
Please remember our local missionary - Jenny Lee

Our members and loved ones in the armed forces
Tiffany Bilderback (Niece of Dave and Linda Johnson)
Anthony Catt (Grandson of Phil and Glenda Bostic)
Austin Ehase (Grandson of Patty Schutt)
Brennen Garland (Great-nephew of Bob and Deb Lynas)
Kyle Hartman (Son-in-law of Dave and Linda Leonard)
Adam & Stephanie Junker (Son & Daughter-in-law of Darrel & Linda Junker)
Kyle O’Brien (Son of John and Pat O’Brien)
Michael Porter (Grandson of Nancy Moss)

Praying for the Grieving Families and Friends of:
Pat Morrow, the mother of Marsha Riggs, who went home to be with our Lord on
Friday, November 25, 2022.
Mark Layer, the nephew of Gene Swank, who went home to be with our Lord on
Saturday, November 26, 2022.
Dale Tindall, the brother of Theresa Duke, who recently went home to be with our
Lord.
Bob Martin, who went home to be with our Lord on Monday, December 12, 2022.
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A New Year poem
Another fresh new year is here …
Another year to live!
To banish worry, doubt, and fear,
To love and laugh and give!
This bright new year is given me
To live each day with zest …
To daily grow and try to be
My highest and my best!
I have the opportunity
Once more to right some wrongs,
To pray for peace, to plant a tree,
And sing more joyful songs!
—William Arthur Ward

server Schedule
Worship Leader:
Greeters: Kent and Joyce Rose
Communion Steward: Dorothy and Bill Dague
The first Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated
on Sunday, January 8, 2023. Be sure to join us as we begin
a time of renewal for our church family.
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A well-balanced church
The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little
dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the itchy
spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still walking,
the pup tried to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a couple of
times before coming to rest.
In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes
about the church as the body of Christ, and of the importance of
each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced
while walking, so the church needs all the different God-given
gifts of its members: preachers and teachers, friendly visitors,
generous givers, musicians and singers, wise parents and
imaginative children, people to produce and distribute meals,
newsletters, lesson materials, and on and on.
When we start thinking that some part of Christ's body isn't
necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble!
"Faith never knows where it is being led, or it would not be
faith. True faith is content to travel under sealed orders."
- J. Oswald Sanders
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ministry news and upcoming events
Worship Committee
From the Worship Committee: Sue Kitts, Chairperson
As we enter the New Year, we are faced with new challenges. There have been many
changes within our church this past year. Some of it has been chaotic, some of it has
been painful but it is full of promise and hope for the future of our church - United in
Faith Church of Galveston.
There is much work to be done but we are a strong congregation that is brimming with
hearts of giving and service. There will be many opportunities to be in service with each
other and the community. Please let prayer lead you as you determine how you can best
serve the church.
It will take all of us working together to help grow the church and serve the community.

There are still many active committees needing help:
Education Committee chaired by Pat O’Brien
Mission Committee chaired by Karen Wilson
Worship Committee chaired by Sue Kitts
There are also new committees being formed so watch for information coming in
the next few months. Also watch for information on how you can serve. We
welcome any input on programs you would like to see implemented within the
church.
Greeters are needed for 2023 – sign up at the board displayed in the narthex.
It takes working together to share God’s grace and love for all people. We ask God
to help us as together we celebrate the blessings and opportunities we have been
given.
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2023
Mon

Sun

1

8

2

Thu

5

5 PM Yoga

6:30 PM Bells

10

11

12

9 AM Prayer
Shawl

1-4 PM Golden
Girls Card Club

6:30 PM Finance

5 PM Yoga

6:30 PM Bells

16

17

18

19

6-9:00 PM Cub
and Boy Scout
Troops

6:30 PM Ad
Council

9
6-9:00 PM Cub
and Boy Scout
Troops

3

Wed

4

Office
Reopens

8:30 AM Breakfast Club

15

Tue

6:30 PM SPRC

10 AM Widow’s
Fellowship

10 AM Widow’s
Fellowship
1 PM Home Ec
Club

1-3 PM Senior
Center

1-3 PM Senior
Center

1-3 PM Senior
Center

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

6:30 PM Bells

5 PM Yoga

22

23

24

Newsletter
Deadline

6-9:00 PM Cub
and Boy Scout
Troops

29

30
6-9:00 PM Cub
and Boy Scout
Troops

31

Newsletter
Mailing

25

26

5 PM Yoga

6:30 PM Bells

1-3 PM Senior
Center

United in Faith Church o f Galveston
515 S. Maple St.
P. O. Box 639
Galveston, IN 46932

United in Faith Church of Galveston

Our Mission: “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world”
Our Vision: “To provide an atmosphere that encourages growth in a relationship with Jesus Christ.”

2023

Director of Music Ministries: Carole Blair
cell 574-721-2740
Find us on Facebook and YouTube
Visit our website @ www.galvestonumchurch.org
Office email address: churchsec@galvestonumchurch.org
Office phone number: 574-699-7642
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